
Fatal Voyage: The Sinking of the USS
Indianapolis
On July 30, 1945, the USS Indianapolis was torpedoed and sunk by a
Japanese submarine in the final days of World War II. Of the 1,196 sailors
on board, only 317 survived. The survivors spent four days and nights adrift
in the shark-infested waters of the Pacific Ocean before being rescued.

The sinking of the USS Indianapolis was one of the worst naval disasters in
American history. It was also one of the most avoidable. The ship was not
escorted by any other ships, and its captain, Charles McVay III, made
several mistakes that contributed to its sinking.
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In the aftermath of the sinking, McVay was court-martialed and found guilty
of negligence. He was sentenced to two years in prison, but his sentence
was later commuted by President Harry Truman. McVay never recovered
from the sinking of the Indianapolis, and he committed suicide in 1968.
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The sinking of the USS Indianapolis is a tragic story of human error and
suffering. It is also a story of survival and resilience. The survivors of the
Indianapolis endured unimaginable hardships, but they never gave up
hope. Their story is a testament to the human spirit.

The Ship

The USS Indianapolis was a heavy cruiser that was commissioned in 1932.
It was one of the most powerful ships in the US Navy, and it saw extensive
service during World War II. The Indianapolis was involved in several major
battles, including the Battle of the Coral Sea and the Battle of Leyte Gulf.

In July 1945, the Indianapolis was assigned to deliver parts of the atomic
bomb to the island of Tinian. The bomb was being assembled on Tinian,
and the Indianapolis was to transport the parts to the island so that it could
be loaded onto a B-29 bomber.

The Indianapolis left San Francisco on July 16, 1945. It arrived at Tinian on
July 26, and the bomb parts were unloaded. The Indianapolis then
departed Tinian on July 30, and it was scheduled to arrive in Guam on
August 2.

The Sinking

On July 30, 1945, the Indianapolis was sailing in the Philippine Sea when it
was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine. The torpedo struck the ship's
starboard side, and it caused a massive explosion. The explosion tore a
hole in the ship's hull, and it caused the ship to sink rapidly.

The Indianapolis sank in just 12 minutes. Of the 1,196 sailors on board,
only 317 survived. The survivors were left adrift in the shark-infested waters



of the Pacific Ocean.

The Survivors

The survivors of the Indianapolis spent four days and nights adrift in the
ocean. They were constantly harassed by sharks, and they had very little
food and water. Many of the survivors died from exposure, dehydration, or
shark attacks.

On August 2, 1945, the survivors were finally rescued by the destroyer USS
Bassett. The Bassett took the survivors to Guam, where they were given
medical attention.

The Aftermath

The sinking of the USS Indianapolis was a major tragedy. It was the worst
naval disaster in American history since the sinking of the USS Arizona at
Pearl Harbor. The sinking of the Indianapolis also raised questions about
the US Navy's ability to protect its ships from attack.

In the aftermath of the sinking, the US Navy conducted a court-martial of
Captain Charles McVay III. McVay was found guilty of negligence, and he
was sentenced to two years in prison. However, his sentence was later
commuted by President Harry Truman.

McVay never recovered from the sinking of the Indianapolis. He committed
suicide in 1968.

The Legacy

The sinking of the USS Indianapolis is a tragic story of human error and
suffering. It is also a story of survival and resilience. The survivors of the



Indianapolis endured unimaginable hardships, but they never gave up
hope. Their story is a testament to the human spirit.

The sinking of the USS Indianapolis also serves as a reminder of the
importance of naval safety. The US Navy has learned from the mistakes
that were made in the sinking of the Indianapolis, and it has taken steps to
improve the safety of its ships.

The USS Indianapolis was a brave ship, and its crew was a brave crew.
The sinking of the Indianapolis is a tragedy, but it is also a story of heroism
and sacrifice. The survivors of the Indianapolis are heroes, and their story
should never be forgotten.
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