
Unveiling the Complexities: US Policy
Towards Afghanistan 1979-2024
The relationship between the United States and Afghanistan has been
marked by decades of tumultuous events, spanning geopolitical power
struggles, military interventions, and ongoing challenges. This
comprehensive analysis delves into the intricate tapestry of US policy
towards Afghanistan from 1979 to 2024, shedding light on the key
decisions, turning points, and enduring consequences that have shaped
this troubled region.

Cold War Origins: The Soviet-Afghan War
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The US engagement in Afghanistan has its roots in the Cold War era. In
December 1979, the Soviet Union invaded neighboring Afghanistan,
sparking a protracted and bloody conflict that would draw in the United
States. The US government saw the Soviet invasion as a threat to its
interests in the region and feared that it could embolden other communist
regimes.

As the Soviet-Afghan War dragged on, the United States provided covert
support to the mujahideen, a coalition of anti-Soviet Afghan rebels. This
support included weapons, training, and financial assistance. The US
hoped that the mujahideen could force the Soviets to withdraw from
Afghanistan and prevent the spread of Soviet influence in the region.

The Rise of the Taliban
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Taliban fighters in Kandahar, Afghanistan. (Photo by AP Photo)

As the Soviet Union withdrew from Afghanistan in 1989, a civil war erupted
among various Afghan factions. Out of this chaos, the Taliban, a
fundamentalist Islamic movement, emerged as a dominant force. The
Taliban quickly established control over most of Afghanistan and imposed a
strict interpretation of Sharia law.

The US initially had a hands-off approach towards the Taliban, but the
group's repressive policies and alleged support for international terrorism
led to tensions. In 1998, the US launched airstrikes against Taliban targets
in retaliation for the bombing of US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania.

9/11 and the War on Terror

https://reference.impergar.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Ikx3aWk1TjRtT2xtclJiblBTeEgrR0Frdjd0cDZKaDhZRmQ4bEtablh2dE5Sa0RyaE41VzdaUkx0SEwzNDNXWmNhcEVKUWtlUEcwb2t2WjFXY2lpK3lpZjc3aUg0UThuMTRnNjVKOG5kMTNXWXJGenRsTVN4clwvUmJjVGFRZ0hPbTlsaGJJNUxnc0F3QkhLemlta3JsXC9Sc0tvQWp1MlM3WEg1MkFPOXZVOW55OGZvMjJ0a1hWMmVXc0JjYUNPenhqMHVRZEYzXC9RSytKM05pdXg0eHVXdkZFWHN0MUZ0VjdWT2E2VVNBdlk3bzBVTWRkV212MFJLdVhvYkkxN3ZtSXciLCJpdiI6Ijg3MzRiNjkwZjk0NTBkOGRhODQzMmM0Y2M4YWVlYjZlIiwicyI6ImZiNWZiNmE4MjVlMTg1ODYifQ%3D%3D


The September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks perpetrated by al-Qaeda, an
organization based in Afghanistan, fundamentally changed the US policy
towards the country. President George W. Bush launched the War on
Terror, with Afghanistan being the primary target.

In October 2001, the United States, along with its allies, invaded
Afghanistan. The Taliban regime was quickly toppled, and al-Qaeda's
training camps were destroyed. However, the US military intervention
marked the beginning of a protracted and challenging conflict that would
continue for over two decades.

US Policy During the War

The US presence in Afghanistan had several goals, including combating
terrorism, stabilizing the country, and promoting democracy. The US spent
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billions of dollars on military operations, reconstruction efforts, and training
Afghan security forces.

However, the insurgency launched by the Taliban and other groups
continued throughout the war, posing a significant challenge to US and
Afghan forces. The conflict also led to numerous civilian casualties and
displaced millions of Afghans.

Withdrawal and the Resurgence of the Taliban

US soldiers prepare to leave Afghanistan in August 2021. (Photo by Reuters)

In 2014, the US began to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan. The goal
was to transition security responsibilities to the Afghan government and
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security forces. However, the Taliban quickly regained control of much of
the country.

The complete withdrawal of US forces in August 2021 led to the collapse of
the Afghan government and the Taliban's return to power. The chaotic and
hasty withdrawal drew widespread criticism and raised questions about the
future of US policy towards Afghanistan.

Current Challenges and the Future

The US and its allies are now grappling with the implications of the
Taliban's return to power. The Taliban's harsh rule, including restrictions on
women and religious minorities, has drawn international condemnation.
There are also concerns about the potential resurgence of terrorist groups
in Afghanistan.

The future of US policy towards Afghanistan is uncertain. The US is likely to
maintain a diplomatic presence in the country and continue to provide
humanitarian assistance. However, the extent of US involvement and the
nature of its relationship with the Taliban government remain to be seen.

The US policy towards Afghanistan over the past four decades has been
shaped by a complex interplay of geopolitical interests, military
interventions, and ongoing challenges. From the Soviet-Afghan War to the
War on Terror and the recent withdrawal, the US has played a significant
role in Afghanistan's history with far-reaching consequences.

As the US and the world grapple with the implications of the Taliban's return
to power, understanding the intricate tapestry of US policy towards
Afghanistan is essential for navigating the complex challenges that lie



ahead. This analysis provides a comprehensive overview of the key
decisions, turning points, and enduring consequences that have shaped
this troubled region.
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